GARDENS    AND   TREES
floral and sylvan beauty. On Ms rural rides in 1822
William Cobbett* visited Mr. Drummond, then in
possession of Albury, and we can well allow him to
describe what he saw in the
"gardens which, without exception, are, to my fancy,
the prettiest in England; that is to say, that I ever saw
in England.
They say that these gardens were laid out for
one of the Howards in the reign of Charles the
Second, by Mr, Evelyn, who wrote the Sylva* . . .
Between the house and the gardens there is a very
beautiful run of water, with a sort of little wild
narrow sedgy meadow. The gardens are separated
from this by a hedge running along from east to west.
From this hedge there go up to the hill, at right
angles, several other hedges, which divide the land
here into distinct gardens or orchards. Along at the
top of these there goes a yew hedge, or, rather, a row
of small yew trees, the trunks of which are bare for
about eight or ten feet high, and the tops of which
form one solid head of about ten feet high, while the
bottom branches come out on each side of the row
about eight feet horizontally. This hedge, or row, is
a quarter of a mile long. There is nice hard sand-road
under this species of umbrella; and summer and
winter here is a most delightful walk! Behind this
row of yews there is a space, or garden (a quarter of a
mile long you will observe) about thirty or forty feet
wide, as nearly as I can recollect. At the back of this
garden, and facing the yew tree row is a wall probably
ten feet high which forms the breastwork of a terrace:
and it is this terrace which is the most beautiful
thing that ever I saw in the gardening way. It is a
quarter of a mile long and, I believe, between thirty
* Cobbett's Rural Rides. Vol. I, p. 195-
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